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Introduction / How To Use This Book 

Vol. I 
Rome and Environs 
Caput Mund 

Rome and Lazio 
  
1. Arrival in Rome 

Arrival | Three Thousand Years | Visual Archeology on the Metro | Celio and Gentrification | 
Mothers and Daughters | San Clemente and Mithraeum: A Palimpsest of Rome | The Gesù | The 
Colors of Rome | Italian Dining | Christmas Bells at Midnight | Santi Giovanni e Paolo | Roman 
Ways and Convivenza | New Year’s Eve Fireworks from the Periphery | Long Perspectives and 
Broad Foundations 

2. Classical Rome 

The Coliseum | Nero’s Golden House | Roman Aediculae | The Pantheon | Baths of Diocletian | 
Palazzo Massimo | Campidoglio | Capitoline Museums | Skies of Rome | The Forum | Aracoeli | 
Palatine Hill | Alexamenos Graffito | Crypta Balbi | Arch of Constantine | From Classical to 
Christian and an Attempted Reversal | Broken Statues    

3. Medieval Rome 

The Church Before Priests | Catacombs of Priscilla | Santa Costanza and Sant’Agnese | Santi 
Quattro Coronati and Papal Fraud | Rome and the Mother of God | Santa Maria Maggiore | Arch 
at Malborghetto and Constantine’s Vision  

4. Papal Rome 

The Romans and Their Popes | A City of Courts | Nine Hundred Churches | Three Phases of 
Papal Architecture | Santa Maria Della Pace | The Minerva, the Inquisition and Galileo | Villa 
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Farnesina | Piazza del Popolo | Chigi Chapel: Fusion of Classical and Christian Culture | Villa 
Giulia and the Etruscan Museum | Villa Borghese and Galleria Borghese | Down The Corso | 
Piazza Navona and the Pamphili | Pasquino and Marforio | Palazzo Altemps | Palazzo Doria 
Pamphili and Velázquez’s Innocent X | Michelangelo’s Moses | Sforza Chapel | Palazzo Colonna | 
Reni's Crucifixion | Palazzo Spada | Bernini’s Ludovica Albertoni | Borromini’s and Bernini’s 
Central Plan Churches | Bernini’s Ecstasy of Saint Teresa | Borromini’s Sant’Ivo | Caravaggio’s 
Contarelli Chapel | The Mass of the Old Believers | The Skyline from the Spanish Steps | Corsini 
Palace | Teatro Argentina | San Giovanni Laterano’s Neoclassical Façade | Trevi Fountain | A 
Peek through the Famous Keyhole | Villa Torlonia’s Neoclassical Fantasyland | A Private Vantage 
Point on Papal Rome  | The Evil Eye, Pentitenti, and Lonely Deaths     

5. Post-1870 Rome 

Corso Vittorio Emanuele II | Città Alta | New Neighborhoods | Palazzo Montecritorio | Palazzo 
Barberini National Gallery | Il Vittoriano and Altare della Patria | San Paolo Entro Le Mura: 
Protestant Rome | Palazzo Brancaccio and Asian Art | Sciarra Gallery and Victorian Life | 
Vanished Rome  

6. Mussolini’s Rome 

Mussolini’s Rome: Center, North and South | Via dell’Impero | Mausoleum of Augustus | Piazza 
Augusto Imperatore | Casa della Gioventù | Palazzo Farnesina and Pomodoro’s Sphere | Stadio 
dei Marmi and the Cult of Virility | Foro Mussolini and the Fascist Aesthetic | Città Universitaria 
| Villa Torlonia and Il Duce | Sacro Curoe di Christo Re | Accademia di Scherma | EUR: 
l’Esposizione Universal di Roma | Mussolini’s End 

7. Jewish Rome 

Oldest Jewish Community in Europe | Great Synagogue | The Tiber Afire | Museo Ebraico and 
Deportations of 1943 | Three Jewish Symbols | John XXIII Roncalli and the Revolution in 
Catholic Attitudes | The Jewish Community Today | A Rainy Sunday in the Old Ghetto 

8. Contemporary Rome 

Stazione Termini | Teenage Styles and Graffiti | Calico Worship | Democrats Abroad | Centrale 
Monetmartini: Gods and Machines | American Culture at the  Palazzo delle Exposizioni | Meier’s 
Ara Pacis | Mitoraj’s New Doors | Paola Volpi, Jeweler | Hotel Eitch’s Terraces | Bacon and Freud 
at the Chiostro del Bramante | Nervi’s Palazzetto della Sport | Piano’s Auditorium | Museo 
Sinopoli | Testaccio | The Mattatoio and the Arts | Hadid’s MAXXI | Meier’s Church of the 
Jubilee | Santo Volto di Gesù | Centro Sportivo Kowalska | Tiburtina Station | Metro Line C | 
Newly Cleaned Monuments and Corporate Sponsors | Sardines in the Piazza | From Berlusconi 
to Neofascism | La Grande Bellezza | Rome’s Oldest Restaurant 
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9. Vatican City State 

Etruscan Vatican | Last Absolute Monarchy | Castel Sant’Angelo | Rome and Religion | From 
Greek to Latin | Christianization of Rome | Relics | Religion as Language | Bramante’s Tempietto 
| Saint Peter’s Basilica | The Sistine Chapel | The Seven Vatican Museums | The Loss of Rome 
and Papal Infallibility | Via Della Conciliazione | From Benedict XIV to Francis | The Ecological 
Pope | Celibacy and the Church in Crisis | Gay versus Gay inside the Vatican | Italy Becomes 
European 

10. Environs of Rome  

San Paolo Fuori le Mura: Monster Architecture | Paul of Tarsus | Via Appia at Dusk | Dinner in 
Sutri | Palestrina and the Sanctuary of Fortuna | Hadrian’s Villa: A Fantasy World | Memories of 
Antinous | Villa d’Este: Water as Sculpture and Music | Ostia Antica: A Romantic Archeological 
Park | Manzù in Ardea | Pontine Marshes | Booming Seacoast | Etruscans in Lazio | Lago di 
Bracciano’s Castle | Trevignano Romano | The Drought | White Swans in the Morning 

Vol. II 
Central and Northern Italy 
The Economic Engine of Italy 

1. Perugia and Umbria 

Orvieto | Etruscan Museum | Gothic Cathedral | Perugia: Capital of Umbria | The Umbrian 
School and Perugino | Rossi’s Fontivegge | Tiber Valley | La Verna and Francis’s Stigmata | Saint 
Mary of the Angels in Portiuncula | Assisi | Pope Francis and Integral Ecology   

2. Florence and Tuscany 

Florence | Giotto’s Campanile and the Duomo | Palazzo Vecchio | The Medici | Piazza della 
Signoria | The Uffizi’s Masterpieces | Homoeroticism in Florence | Aesthetics and Ethics | The 
David | San Lorenzo’s Glorious Tombs | Santa Croce Pantheon | Siena | Piazza del Campo | The 
Duomo and the Black Death | Pinacoteca Nazionale | Carrara’s Quarries and Anarchism 

3. Bologna and Emilia-Romagna 

“Red” Bologna | Portici | Piazza Maggiore | The University | Palazzo Comunale | Biblioteca 
Salaborsa | Casa Morandi | Ducati Factory | Pinacoteca Nazionale | Museo Archeologico | Museo 
della Storia | Saint Dominic’s Tomb | Kenzo Tang’s Torri | MAMbo | Rogo del Vecchione | 
Ravenna: West-East Hinge | Mosaics of San Vitale | Mausoleo di Galla Placidia | Dante’s Tomb | 
Bologna to Rome  
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4. Venice and the Veneto 

The City from the Water | Venetian Maze | Overtourism | Unstable Lagoon | Building on Mud | 
Piazza San Marco | Basilica of Saint Mark: Byzantine Splendor | Pala d’Oro | The Four Horses | 
The Double Choir | San Gregorio dei Greci and Icon Museum | Spices and Fortunes | Imperial 
Decline and the Arts | Trattoria Antiche Carampane | From Fresco to Oil on Canvas | The 
Florentine and Venetian Renaissances | Scuole Grande | The Accademia | San Rocco and 
Tintoretto | Dei Carmini and Tiepolo | Scuole Dalmata and Carpaccio | Doge’s Palace: A Gilded 
Cage | Santa Maria Gloriosa dei Frari | San Zanipolo and Doges’ Tombs | State versus Church | 
Conserving Wealth | Casanova | Venezianità | Carnevale and Giovedi Grasso | Traditional Masks | 
The Doge in His Piazza | Palazzo Grimani | Ala Napoleonica | Three Palladian Churches | 
Murano Glass | Veneto-Byzantine Torcello | The Ghetto | Museo Navale and the Gondola | 
Ca'Rezzonico and the Eighteenth Century | American Cosmopolites in Decadent Venice | Palazzo 
Fortuny's Twilight World | Death in Venice | Peggy Guggenheim Collection | Fondazione Querini 
Stampalia and Carlo Scarpa | Punta Della Dogana and Art of Our Time | M.O.S.E. and High 
Water | Padua | Giotto's Arena Chapel | Caffè Pedrocchi | Basilica di Sant'Antonio | Battle of 
Solferino 1859 | Cavour and Garibaldi | Italian Unification | Verona | Museo di Castelvecchio and 
Carlo Scarpa | The Roman Arena | Vicenza and Palladio | Basilica Palladiana | Palazzo Chiericati 
| Palladio's La Rotonda: Architectural Masterpiece     

5. Milan and Lombardy 

Milan and Modernity | Milanese Style | Castello Sforzesco’s Museums | Stazione Centrale | 
Binario 21 and the Shoah | Edict of Milan | Sant’ Ambrogio and Milanese Christianity | The 
Duomo and Piazza | The Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II | Piazza Fontana Bombing | Fashion’s 
Golden Rectangle | Museo Poldi Pezzoli | Pinacoteca Brera | Pinacoteca Ambrosiana and 
Caravaggio's Basket of Fruit | Mussolini and Fascism’s Birthplace | Opening Night at La Scala | 
Verdi’s Tomb | Gallerie d’Italia | Muzio’s Ca’Brütta | Museo del Novocento | Casa Boschi di 
Stefano | La Rinascente Department Store | Palazzo Sola-Busca | Villa Necchi Campiglio | Casa 
Rustici | Dominioni’s Radical Condominium | Rossi’s Gallaratese | Contemporary Social 
Housing | Ponti's Montecatini Buildings | Two Skyscrapers: The Blade and the Bastion | Pelli’s 
UniCredit Tower | Milanese Street Fashion | Bosco Verticale and the Library of Trees | Casa 
Della Memoria | CityLife's Three Towers | Fieramilano Furniture Fair | MUDEC | Armani’s Silos 
and Hotel | Bocconi University | San Siro Stadium | Contemporary Church Architecture | 
Metanopoli | Fondazione Prada | Green Rays Vision | Bicocca’s Transformation | Pomodoro’s 
Pietrarubbia Group | Pirelli Hangar-Bicocca and Kiefer’s Seven Heavenly Palaces | Como’s 
Rationalist Masterpieces | Terragni's Casa del Fascio | Varese and the Panza Collection of 
American Art | Brescia’s Fascist Set Piece | Cremona’s Museum of the Violin | Pomodoro To Go     

6. Genoa and Liguria 

Turin to Genoa | The Genoese | Palace of Andrea Doria | Via Prè and Immigrants | Porto Vecchio 
Reborn | Pegli | Old Naval Museum | Earliest Ligurian Statues | Basilica Santi Annunziata del 
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Vasto | Genua Picta | Strada Nuova and the Century of the Genoese | Palazzo Rosso | Palazzo 
Bianco | Municipio di Genova | Rossi’s Teatro Carlo Felice | Cimitero Monumentale di Staglieno 
| Mazzini’s Tomb and Birthplace | The Duomo | Tesoro di San Lorenzo | New Maritime Museum 
| The Ligurian Riviera | The Train down the Ligurian Coast 

7. Turin and Piedmont 

Po Valley in Winter | First Impression of Turin: Portici | The French Influence | From Roman 
Castrum to the House of Savoy | The Planned Expansion of Turin | Absolutism, Military Culture 
and Urban Form | Uniform Façades and Portici | Churches Absorbed into the Urban Fabric | 
Palazzo Carignano and the Risorgimento | Egyptian Gods and Temples | The Mole Antonelliana | 
Lingotto | Two New Skyscrapers: Fuksas’s Regione Piemonte and Piano’s Intesa Sanpaolo | Italy 
West and East as well as North and South | Campagnilismo | Three Wars of Italian Unification | 
Count of Cavour | Val Pellice and Italian Protestants | Castello di Rivoli’s Contemporary Art    

Vol. III 
Southern Italy & Sicily 
The Intractable Problem of the Mezzogiorno 

1. Naples and Campania 

Naples | Archeological Museum and the Secret Room | Treasury of San Gennaro | Pio Monte di 
Misericordia | Museo di Capodimonte | Galleria Humberto I | Via Toledo | The Spanish Quarter | 
The Presepio | Southern Popular Religion | Ferrante’s Novels | Piazza del Plebicito | The Camorra 
| Certosa di San Martino | Vesuvius | Pompeii | Oplontis | Pompei and Carnevale | Castellammare 
di Stabia | Sorrento Peninsula and the Amalfi Coast | Amalfi as Megastructure | Shepherd 
Bagpipers on Christmas Eve | Paradisal Ravello | Salerno’s Luci d’Artista | Paestum’s Doric 
Temples and Tomb of the Diver     

2. Lecce and Puglia 

Down the Adriatic Coast | Puglia: The Heel of the Boot | Cozze and Trulli | Bari’s Growth | 
Hinge between East and West | Saint Nicholas of Bari: Santa Claus | Fascist Architecture | Olive 
Groves of the Salento | Sacra Corona Unita | Lecce’s Stone Canyons |Christmas Mass at the 
Duomo | Spanish Lecce and the Plateresque Style | Classical Lecce | Basilica di Santa Croce: 
Architectural Climax | Monumental Cemetery: Tombs and Serpents | A New Park | 
Environmental Museum | Museo Castromediano | Gallipoli | Ionian Sea | Grotta del Cavallo | 
Land of Mirages | Masserie: Relics in the Landscape | Metaponto and the Death of Pythagoras  
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3. Palermo and Sicily 

Trinacria | Palermo | Palazzo dei Normani | The Goddess in Her City | Palazzo Mirto and Sicilian 
Aristocracy | Palazzo Abatellis | The Palermo Opera | Monreale’s Mosaics | Orto Botanico | 
Movies and the Mob | Agriturismo Portella Della Ginistra | Greek Selinunte | Agrigento’s Valley 
of the Temples | Hades, Demeter and Persephone | Sciascia’s Racalmuto | Morgantina | 
Catalgirone and Ceramics | Syracuse | Dancing with Black Jesus in Athena’s Temple  | Baroque 
Noto | Spanish Catania | Taormina’s Ghosts  

4. By Way of a Conclusion 

Sources and Acknowledgements  TK 

Index TK  
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